
Student Registration Directions 
 

zFairs is the platform used for competition registration. This is the platform used by the Virginia State Fair and 

ISEF. When using zFairs for the regional fair, participants will experience a smoother transition as they move 

forward to the state and national competitions.  

High School: All students should register and upload their ISEF forms to zFairs before beginning the 

investigation. If working on a team project, they will link with their team members. Students will return 

to zFairs to upload their presentation components before registration closes in February. 

Middle school students who win first or second place in their category should register for the PW-

MRSEF immediately after their school fair and before the close of registration. 

 

PWCS Students 

NOTE: PWCS School Science Fair Coordinators should not provide the link to zFairs to students.  

1. All PWCS participants must complete this parent consent prior to registering in zFairs.  

2. After students complete the parent consent form, they will receive an email containing the link to register in 

zFairs. This process is to ensure that the parental consent is completed before registration.  

 

Team projects (both PWCS and non-PWCS students) 

All members of the team must register in zFairs but will link with their team partners during registration. The 

first team member to register should indicate that they are part of a team project. That team member will 

receive a “Project Key” code to be shared with their teammates. The other teammates will use the “Project 

Key” code when they register to link their registration(s) as a team project.  

 

Non-PWCS Students 

• The zFairs platform requires that student accounts be created. We recommend creating a parental consent 

form and/or having parents register their own children. High school participants must register and complete 

protocol forms before beginning their investigation. Middle school participants should not register until the 

completion of the school fair. Only the top two winners of each category from the school’s Middle School 

Division that are advancing to PWMRESF will register in zFairs.  

• Student registration site: https://va-pwcs.zFairs.com/ 

• In zFairs the term “teacher” refers to the Science Fair Coordinator. Only the Science Fair Coordinator 

should register in zFairs not the student’s classroom science teacher. 

 

Registration Steps: 

1. A PWCS Parental Consent must be completed before a PWCS student can register with zFairs. Upon 

completion of this form, a registration link for creation of a zFairs account will be e-mailed to the parent 

e-mail address submitted on the consent form. Please DO NOT provide PWCS students with a direct 

link to zFairs.  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=bZqwF-SVHk2F4xzg1N5_wUxs4ArNYtRCrjH7_iF_QeBURVJSUVIxT1pKS0tFOVRBUzI5TFRXMDRXMy4u
https://va-pwcs.zfairs.com/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=bZqwF-SVHk2F4xzg1N5_wUxs4ArNYtRCrjH7_iF_QeBURVJSUVIxT1pKS0tFOVRBUzI5TFRXMDRXMy4u


 

 

 

2. Create a Student Account 

Parents will receive the URL https://va-pwcs.zFairs.com/ to create a student account. Use an email address 

that is checked frequently in the “Sign-Up Now” fields. The email address entered will be used to send 

essential information and shared with organizational judges to award certificates and prizes.  

                   

 

 

 

 

https://va-pwcs.zfairs.com/


3. Select Role 

In the “Register As” field select “Student.” Then click “Save and Continue.”  

 

 

 

4. Verify Your Email Address 

The next screen will say the following:  

 

It may take several minutes for the email to appear. Check your Junk Mail/Spam folder for an email from 

hello@zFairs if it does not appear in your in-box. Open the email and click the link to verify the email address. 

The email will look like this: 

  

 

 

 

5. Enter Requested Participant Information 



All questions marked with an asterisk must be answered. Use an email address that is checked frequently. 

Important information will be sent to this address. 

 

6. Start Project Entry or Link to Another Existing Entry 

• If you are doing a project without a partner, you will click “Start” from the “Start a New Entry” box.  

• If you are the first team member to enter your project in zFairs, you will click “Start” from Start a New 

Entry box.  

• If you are working on a team project that has already been entered, you will enter the “Project Key” 

provided by your teammate and then select “Link.” 

 

 

 

 



7. School Information 

• “Teacher” refers to the Science Fair Coordinator at your school, not the classroom science teacher. 

• Enter the information about your school, grade level, and school’s Science Fair Coordinator's name.  

 

8. Project Entry Tab 

Add the information about your project. 

• You must complete Title, Category, and Description during registration. You will be able to edit those 

entries later and add the other entry elements after doing your investigation like slides and the video 

link. 

• Title: Please make sure this is spelled correctly as this is what will be used on the project listing, 

program, and awards postings after the fair.  

• Category: Should be the same from your school fair 

• For team projects check the box for “Will be a team project” 

• Description: Make sure this is well written and grammar checked as it is seen by the judges.  

• Entry Video URL: Option 1 for sharing your video. 

i. You can upload your video to Youtube and share the public link. Make sure the link to 

your video is viewable (public link) by anyone on the internet. We recommend using a 

“Guest” or incognito chrome browser window to test your links. 

• Project Abstract 

i. Middle School: Write an abstract of 250 words or less. This abstract should include your 

purpose, procedure, data, results, and conclusion.  

ii. High School: Use this ISEF guide to help prepare your abstract.  

• Display Board File: a PDF of your Powerpoint Presentation you used in your video.  

• Entry Video:  Option 2 for sharing your video. Upload your video directly to zFairs here.  

• Project Images: For High School only, this is where you should upload your Quad Chart as a PDF 

 

 

https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/how-to-write-an-isef-abstract/


 

 

 

9. Mentor Tab 

If you worked with a research mentor from a higher education institution, you should complete this section.If 

you did not work with a mentor, click “Save and Continue” to move forward.  



 

10. Paperwork 

High School: This is where you will upload the required paperwork. Required items for all students are marked 

with a red “required” label. Other items are based on the nature of your investigation. Your paperwork does not 

have to be uploaded during the account creation process, but must be uploaded and approved before you 

begin your investigation. If your paperwork is not ready to be uploaded, select the “Save and Continue” button.  

Middle School: Your school fair coordinator will upload your paperwork for you. Select the “Save and Continue” 

button.  

 

 

 

11. Participant Agreement 

You will sign and agree to the participant agreement.  



 

After agreeing you will be taken to this page. If you create a team project, you will be provided a project key 

which you will need to provide your teammates so they can create their account.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. Receive Registration Complete Email 

After completing the participant agreement, you will now receive an email confirming your registration. It will 



look like this: 

  

13. Your parents will receive two emails, and both forms must be completed to participate in the PW-

MRSEF. 

Email #1 Hold Harmless Form needs your attention! From hello@zFairs.com 

This is what the email will look like:  

 

 

When they click the link in the email, they will be taken to a page that looks like this:  

mailto:hello@zfairs.com


 

Parents must e-sign this document for you to participate.  

 

 

Email #2: Media Release Form needs your attention! From hello@zFairs.com 

This is what the email will look like:  

 

 

 

When they click the link in the email, they will come to a page that looks like this. 



 

They will need to create an account and e-sign to complete the form. 
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